
Summer driving is often associated with carefree memories of rolled-down windows, wind in your hair and clear, 
open roads. A new study by Michelin indicates that optimal summer driving conditions may actually lull drivers 
into a false sense of safety. 

Stay safe and vigilant on the road this summer with these 5 little-known facts about summer driving that every 
driver should know. 

did you know?

5 Things You Didn’t Know 
About Summer Driving

Summer is statistically the MOST 
dangerous season to drive1, Yet 
three-quarters of drivers (75%) 
falsely believe summer to have 
fewer accidents than other times 
of the year.2

More accidents happen on dry, clear roads than in 
inclement weather. Always carry an emergency kit in 
your car that includes items such as jumper cables, a 
flashlight, reflective triangles, a first aid kit, water and 
non-perishable food items. 

Two in three (67%) drivers feel safer 
driving during the summertime, 
citing better road conditions (83%) 
and nicer weather (81%).2  
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Heat is the enemy of tires, Yet 
drivers are 3x less likely to check 
the condition of their tires during 
summer.2

Check your tires’ tread and pressure once a month, 
especially during summer when extreme heat takes a toll 
on tires. Ensure your tires have sufficient tread with the 
penny test, and check pressure according to the sticker 
on the driver’s door jamb.
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Drivers are 3X less likely to be 
alert and focused on immediate 
surroundings while driving in 
summer months, compared 
to winter.2 

Always practice a safe following distance and focus fully 
on the road ahead. Staying alert and giving yourself 
enough room to brake or maneuver in an unexpected 
situation could be the difference between avoiding an 
accident and being in one.
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Drivers are 5x more likely to drive 
with other passengers in the car 
during summertime2, while research 
indicates conversing with 
passengers can be more distracting 
than cell phones.3

Any distracting activities should be avoided while at 
the wheel, including things like heated or emotional 
conversations, using your phone, snacking, or 
reaching into the backseat to attend to a child or pet. 
Save these actions for a rest stop or pull over to the 
side of the road.  
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1 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), Traffic Safety Facts, A Brief Statistical Summary, January 2017.
2 This is an independent omnibus survey of the driving habits of 1,000 adults (18 years or older) living in the continental United 

States, fielded between May 8th and 9th, 2017.
3 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), Distracted Driving and Driver, Roadway, and Environmental Factors, 

September 2010.

For more driving safety tips
visit MichelinMan.com.

If your tires need replacing, you might 
want to consider an all-season 
performance tire like the Michelin 
Pilot Sport A/S 3+, which delivers 
maximum performance and superior 
wet- and dry-braking in a wide range 
of seasonal weather conditions.


